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BY KIM VON KELLER
Chronic homelessness is 

like a knot, and the reasons 
behind it are as complex as 
the people living through it. 
Improving the lives of people 
living in homelessness can also 
be complex. How can I make 
a difference if I’m not a doctor 
or a psychologist or an addic-
tion specialist?

Sometimes, making a dif-
ference can start with giving 
someone a haircut.

That’s the idea behind Cuts 
for Confidence, a nonprofit 
organization led by David 
Kimbrell, a former cosme-
tology professional. Kimbrell 
began giving haircuts to people 
living in homelessness in 2023. 
Since then, his organization 
has grown to encompass 15 
partner agencies and over 150 
volunteers. This year, Cuts 
for Confidence has provided 
almost 1,300 free haircuts 
at homeless shelters, rehab 

centers, and soup 
kitchens.

“So much 
confidence can 
be restored when 
people look and 
feel their best,” 
Kimbrell says. 

“So often, we pass people in a 
doorway or on a street corner 
or in a tent, and all we see is 

a dirty, grungy person, but 
that’s not how people living in 
homelessness see themselves. 

When we’re finished and the 

CUTS FOR CONFIDENCE
cutsforconfidence.org 

email: Hello@cutsforconfidence.org
Facebook: Cuts for Confidence 

Instagram: @haircuts4humanity

Cuts for Confidence makes a difference, 
ONE HAIRCUT AT A TIME
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We may be new to the Upstate
BUT NOT TO CABINETRY!

Since 2010, our family owned company
has provided complete kitchen design

services and cabinet sales.

With a showroom that comes to you!

WE LOVE WHAT WE DO!WE LOVE WHAT WE DO!

(434) 589-2600    cabinetsva.com

NOW ACCEPTING

NEW CUSTOMERS!

person looks in the mirror, the image they see 
matches the way they think about themselves.

Volunteer stylist Hunter Wham works for 
SuperCuts of Easley, and she has a unique 
perspective when it comes to people living in 
homelessness.

“I have never lived on the street, and I’ve 
never dealt with addiction, but my dad suf-
fered from addiction,” Wham says. “From the 
time I was a young teen until 2022, he was 
living on the street as an addict. Most days he 
didn’t know how he was going to eat. I tried to 
help him when I could without becoming an 
enabler. In 2022, he was murdered along with 
four other men in Inman, South Carolina. 
Because of his situation and the sudden, unex-
pected nature of his death, I felt like reality 
and time and life came into perspective for me. 
When I came across Cuts for Confidence, I 
thought, This is a skill I have. This is some-
thing I need to do.”

Matching a need with a skill is what Cuts 
for Confidence is all about. When a person is 
sitting in the stylist’s chair, they become just 
another client.

“A lot of folks don’t see people living in 
homelessness as every-day people,” Wham 
says. “They see them as people with problems. 
“If I’m at a homeless shelter or rehab center, I 
try to talk to my clients like they’re my next-
door neighbors. I ask, ‘How are you? What’s 
going on in your life?’ Just regular salon con-

versation. I don’t put them on the spot, but 
I will listen to what they want to talk about. 
After a haircut, there’s a different look on their 
faces. Living on the street or in a shelter, they 
lose who they are. When they see that they 
look like themselves again, it may be enough 
for them to realize that they want to be like 
that all the time.”

In addition to providing haircuts in 
homeless shelters and rehab centers, Cuts for 
Confidence also offers haircuts in children’s 
homes.

“Children need stability and consistency, 
and we show them that people in the commu-
nity care about them,” Kimbrell says. “We build 
relationships there, and we want to be positive 
role models. Kids want to look their best when 
they go to school, and being able to help with 

that is something we’re grateful to do.”
You can help Cuts for Confidence fulfill 

their mission of helping people in need feel 
their best. When you visit the website, you’ll 
find a volunteer tab. Cuts for Confidence 
partners with barber shops, hair salons, and 
cosmetology schools to provide as many hair-
cuts as possible. If you aren’t skilled at cutting 
hair, you’ll also find a donation tab, and your 
contributions help provide sanitation products 
for stylist volunteers.

“It just fills us with joy to give people the 
images they have of themselves,” Kimbrell 
says. “It’s important to offer compassion. We 
can’t solve the causes of homelessness, but we 
know how to cut hair, and we know how to 
show love to people. And there’s never any-
thing wrong with loving on people.”
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Dec. 2nd - Jan. 5th

Carolina Wren Park

Introducing Anderson’s
NEWEST 

Holiday Celebration!

Dec. 2-22
Monday-Friday: 5pm-9pm
Saturday: 11am-9pm
Sunday: 2pm-6pm
CLOSED CHRISTMAS EVE, CHRISTMAS DAY, 
AND NEW YEAR’S DAY

Dec. 23-Jan. 5
SCHOOL IS OUT!
Monday-Friday: 1pm-9pm
Saturday: 11am-9pm
Sunday: 2pm-6pm

Dec. 6th & 7th

Electric City Christmas Market

$5.00 
Ice Skating for Ages 6 & Up 

Dec. 14th

Free Photos with Santa

Dec. 6th

Figure Skater Performance 

Crafts

Ice Skating

Santa
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Merry 
Christmas
A N D E R S O N !

GAMAC Chorale, Anderson Symphony Orchestra,  
& The Electric City Big Band

Thursday,  
December 12, 2024 @ 7:00pm

Rainey Fine Arts Center at Anderson University

Adults $23   |   Children FREE* 
*(with donation of a new, unwrapped toy to benefit the Upstate Fatherhood Coalition.)

(864) 231-6147  |  www.gamac.org

Christmas is truly the most wonderful time of the year in Anderson! Gather with family 
and friends for an evening of holiday cheer complete with favorite carols and characters. 
A family tradition in our community for 33 years!

Sponsored by  

AnMed, Dr. & Mrs. Brett Stoll, Mr. & Mrs. Harold Gilbert, Mr. & Mrs. John Miller,  
and Mr. & Mrs. Robert Rainey

GAMAC is funded in part by the South Carolina Arts Commission which is funded  
by the National Endowment for the Arts.

Back in the day, local publishers encour-
aged children to mail their letters to Santa 
directly to the newspaper offices. They would 
recognize those kids with the best written 
letters.

Santa letters originated as missives children 
received, rather than sent, with parents using 
them as tools to counsel kids on their behavior. 
For example, Fanny Longfellow (wife of poet 
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow) wrote letters to 
her children every season, weighing in on their 
actions over the previous year (“I am sorry I 
sometimes hear you are not so kind to your little 
brother as I wish you were,” she wrote to her son 
Charley on Christmas Eve 1851). This practice 
shifted as gifts took on a more central role in the 
holiday, and the letters morphed into Christmas 
wish lists. But some parents continued to write 
their kids letters in Santa’s voice. The most 
impressive of these may be J.R.R. Tolkien, who 
every Christmas, for almost 25 years, left his 
children elaborately illustrated updates on Father 
Christmas and his life in the North Pole—filled 
with red gnomes, snow elves, and his chief assis-
tant, the North Polar bear.

Before the Post Office Department (as the 
USPS was known until 1971) presented a 
solution for getting Santa letters to their des-
tination, children came up with some creative 
ways to get their messages where they needed 
to go. Kids in the U.S. would leave them by 
the fireplace, where they were believed to have 
turned into smoke that rose up the chimney 
and eventually reached Santa. Scottish chil-
dren would speed up the process by sticking 
their heads up the chimney and crying out 
their Christmas wishes. In Latin America, 
kids attached their list to balloons, watching 
as their letters drifted into the sky. 

In the spirit of Christmas past, your kids 
can send their letters to Santa through The 
Electric City News. Let him know a couple 
of things you really want for Christmas. Also, 
let him know one kind thing you did this year 
for someone else, it is his favorite part of read-
ing about you. Drop off your letters in The 
Electric City News mailbox outside at 309 N 
Main Street by Wednesday, December 11th. 
You just might see your kindness show up for 
others to read! 

LETTERS 
TO SANTA
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Ainsley McCarthy

Nov. 28-Dec. 25, 5:30-10 p.m. | 
31st Annual Anderson Christmas Lights
The Lights of Hope are going up again this 

year at 150 Rose Valley Blvd. in Anderson. 
With more than 2.5 miles of drive-through 

light displays and Santa’s 
Village, it’s a family 
friendly activity that brings 
out the holiday spirit in 
everyone. The attraction 
will have treats available 
for purchase, and it will 
host a variety of musicians 
and bands to add to its 
ambiance. But beware! 

Santa’s Village will be closed on Dec. 24-25. It 
costs $15 per car and $30 per bus. The proceeds 
will benefit more than 10 local charities.

Dec. 2-Jan. 5 | Ice in the Park
Ice in the Park is an ice skating experience 

in Carolina Wren Park on 111 E. Whitner St. 

in Anderson. It will be open from 5-9 p.m. on 
weekdays, 11 a.m. to 9 p.m. on Saturdays and 
from 2-6 p.m. from Dec. 2-22. Starting Dec. 
23, it will be open from 1-9 p.m. on weekdays, 
but weekend hours won’t change. It will be 
closed Dec. 24-25. The rink’s ribbon cutting 
will be on Dec. 6 at 7:15 p.m. following the 
tree lighting in the square, and will feature 
music, vendors and a performance from 
Olivia Pellerin, a professional figure skater. 
Admission costs $5 per person, but children 
under 6 years old get in for free.

Dec. 6-7 & Dec. 13-14, 4:30-8:30 p.m. | 
Pendleton Christkindlmarkt

The Pendleton Chriskindlmarkt will take 
place on the Village Green at 105 Exchange 
St. It is a European-inspired market with gifts 
and desserts from more than 20 vendors each 
night. Admission is free and outside food is 
allowed. A lit and decorated Christmas tree is 
a shining centerpiece in the shopping area.

Dec. 6, 6 p.m. | Anderson Tree Lighting 
and Holiday Walk

Santa will be waiting on the square by the 
Anderson County Courthouse for this year’s 
Tree Lighting and Holiday Walk on 100 S. 
Main St. in Anderson! The TL Hanna Jazz 
Band will kick off the festivities, followed by 
The Combo Kings at 7 p.m. 

Dec. 6-8, Dec. 13-15 | A Christmas Story 
at Clemson Little Theatre

The Clemson Little Theatre is debuting 
their own rendition of “A Christmas Story” 
by Philip Grecian. This classic tells the story 
of Ralphie Parker’s mission to get a real 
Red Ryder BB gun for Christmas despite 
objections from his parents and teacher. Adult 
tickets are $15 and youth tickets are $7. It will 
be the last show of their 2024 season, and it is 
sure to end the year on a high note.

Dec. 6-8, Dec. 12-15 | A Honky Tonk 
Christmas at Mill Town Players

Mill Town Players’ “A Honky Tonk 
Christmas” is a “boot scootin’ holiday concert” 
meant to bring a little country twang to the 

Christmas season. If you’ve ever wanted to line 
dance with Santa, now you can! He’s traded 
his snow boots for cowboy boots, and he’s 
ready to boogie to some country Christmas 
tunes. Adult tickets are $16 a person.

Dec. 8, 11 a.m.-2 p.m. | Crafting with 
Claus with Anderson Art Center

You can start the fun early before the 
Anderson Christmas Parade with Anderson 
Art Center’s Crafting with Claus. Visitors 
can expect crafts, cookies, hot chocolate and 
pictures with Santa. A $30 family ticket will 
cover adults and two children, with a $10 fee 
for additional children. The Art Center says all 
proceeds will fund its youth art programming.

Dec. 8, 3 p.m. | Anderson Christmas Parade
This year’s Christmas Parade will be on 101 

S. Main St. in Anderson. It will spotlight creative 
floats, performers and bands from the area. Of 
course, Santa will be the guest of honor. The 
event will be free, but attendees are encouraged 
to arrive early to find parking and the perfect 
viewing spot along the route, which will begin 
near Greenville St. and end near Highland Ave.

Holiday magic starts at home!

Brighter Christmas Fund helps provide 
Christmas for more than 500 homeless 
children from Anderson County School 
Districts 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5.

Thanks to generous support from 
Anderson Toy Parade, Stone Creek 
Cove HOA & Golf Club, and individuals 
like you, Brighter Christmas Fund has 
continued to thrive since 1975.

Ways to Give  

Mail donations to:  
Foothills Community Foundation 
P.O. Box 1228  |  Anderson SC 29622 
864-222-9096

Online at: 
foothillscommunityfoundation.org/donate/

Or by scanning the: Venmo or QR codes

E V E R Y  C H I L D  D E S E R V E S  A

Brighter Christmas
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I’m somewhat of a history buff. I’m 
really enthralled with early American 
days of old and recently was watching 
Luisa May Alcott’s, Little Women. In one 
scene the character Jo, burns her sister 
Meg’s hair completely off while curling it 

with a tool that they 
used to give ringlets 
throughout the hair. 
Back then, it would 
often times burn 
their hair because 
they would warm 
this intense looking 
tool in the fireplace 
and the heat was 

totally uneven. So, they were really lucky 
if the curls turned out correctly. Mostly 
it left them with fried hair. They would 
also add pieces of fake hair for parties and 
places that required them to look fancy. 

In the 20’s however, things got better 
because of good old-fashioned electricity. 
Finger waves and short bobs were liter-
ally the cutting edge and to achieve that 
certain look a French hairdresser by the 
name of Marcel Grateau came up with 
a very clever hair tool. The name Marcel 
wave or “marcelling” pretty much stuck 
and to this very day women still try to 
create that look. Especially on the red car-
pet and for that 1920’s style. 

Makeup fascinates me and especially 
historically. It dates back to Egypt of course 
and women lined their eyes with coal to ward 
off evil spirits. I’m definitely thankful that 
they did because I really love my eyeliner. In 
the Victorian era makeup was worn, but it 
couldn’t be flashy or gaudy whatsoever. It was 
supposed to look pure. In fact, Queen Victoria 
banned lipstick and claimed it immoral and 
impolite. Rebellious women secretly started 
making their own homemade lipstick and it 
became sort of an underground society. I don’t 
know about you, but I would’ve certainly been 
in their club. 

Vintage powder boxes are so captivating 
to me and they go for a pretty penny on eBay. 
They had beautiful artwork on the packaging 
and those particular companies back then 
really took their work seriously. The makeup 
ingredients however were nothing like today 
and sometimes even carried traces of lead 
in them which in turn caused quite a few 
casualties because it actually got into people’s 
bloodstream. That part of makeup history is 
quite baffling and pretty terrifying, but women 
used toxic formulas to look good. Anything 
for beauty. In today’s standards, plastic surgery 
is what we do to look our best and really that’s 
just as bad, but “Whatever makes you feel 

your best” is my motto. I don’t judge. 
Another favorite cosmetic on my list is 

perfume. It dates back all the way to ancient 
Greece. It was more of an incense type for-
mula and later made into liquid by Romans. 
Whenever I go to New Orleans I like to go 
to this certain perfumery and make my own. 
Bourbon French Parfum has been blending 
fragrances since 1843. Over 180 years and it’s 
like a sensory time capsule. It takes you back. 
Some of their parfums are extremely strong, 
but I brought back little vials for my mother 
and sister so that they too, could smell like a 
French lady from that exact era. It is a neat 
experience to see how they batch them up and 
use the same methods from that time period. 

Lastly, if you really want to delve into 
makeup history follow Erin Parsons makeup 
account on Instagram and Tik Tok. She’s a 
beauty historian and a make-up artist. She 
takes you down a rabbit hole of incredibly 
interesting information. She’s really knowl-
edgeable and shares so many mesmerizing 
facts. I’m obsessed with all of her tutorials and 
accounts, so definitely add her to your social 
media if you’re into beauty aesthetic and its 
history. What are some of your favorite beau-
ty rituals? Remember to make the sidewalk 
your runway and kindness matters. Go put on 
some makeup y’all! 

The history of makeup
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FROM THE SHELF

tba
to be announced

Improving the Landscape of Our Community
TBA privately funds projects of preservation, public art and 

good works benefiting the Anderson area community since 2008

“The seventh 
tba project 
brings beauty 
and imagination 
to Courthouse 
Square. 
Whenever I’m 
downtown, I 
notice people 
admiring the 
sculpture and 
even taking 
photos with 
Pegasus in the 
background!” 
Robert Rainey

tba: Project Seven

tba: Project Eight is in 
the works and will be 

announced in the 
Spring of 2025. Another 

gift to the Anderson 
Community from your 

friends at tba! 

Pegasus: 
Did you know...That Pegasus 
is an enduring symbolic 
figure representing freedom, 
power and the eternal spirit of 
imagination and creativity. The 
bronze sculpture is 12 feet tall 
with a wingspan of 14.5 feet. 

It was created by sculptor 
Sandy Scott of Lander, WY. 
 

tba
to be announced

I’m approaching December’s 
issues as a shopping guide for y’all. 
I’ll also encourage buying from 
independent bookstores (if you can) 
as they need our business more, 
since this time of year can make or 
break them. 

This year has been about read-
ing for the joy of it, so there’s been 
a lot of romance and thriller(ish) 
reads. Fortunately, those are popular 
genres, so there should be plenty to 
pick from if you’re looking for book 
buying suggestions!  

A favorite of mine this year is 
the Rebel Blue Ranch series by Lyla 
Sage. Set in Wyoming, this cowboy 
romance is contemporary while 
maintaining the traditional aspects 
of a western romance. I’ve never 
been one for westerns, but I loved 
Sage’s fresh take. While it starts 
with Done & Dusted, the series can 

be read out of order, each focusing 
on a different member of the Ryder 
family. They’re short and sweet, but 
also take on some meatier topics. 

Plus, the covers 
are amazing! 

The 
Townsend 
Harbor series 
by Kerrigan 
Byrne and 
Cynthia St. 
Aubin is 
another delight 

I discovered this year. It’s more 
humorous than Sage’s, but it’s also 
got some of the best puns I’ve ever 
read (which is a high bar). It also 
doesn’t have to be read in order. In 
fact, I read Brewbies (book two) 
first, then I moved through the 
series. They’re seriously hysterical 
and are a fun take on the small-

town trope, just very spiced up. 
For the military romance readers, 

I really enjoyed Rebecca Yarros’s 
Flight & Glory series. We already 
know I’m a Yarros fan, and these 
reflect the military foundation of 
Fourth Wing. Flight & Glory focus-
es on five different helicopter pilots. 
Book one, Full Measures, also has 
a hockey romance element, so two 
tropes for the price of one. These 
books have their funny moments, 
but they’re more serious and tackle 
military living accurately (Yarros’s 
husband actually just hung up his 
wings after twenty years flying a 
Blackhawk). This one is also a com-
pleted series! 

Running with sports romances, 
I’ve read several but have been 
mostly lukewarm toward most of 
them. The Campus Diaries by Elle 
Kennedy were good in that they’re 

page turners, spicy, and have char-
acters you’re willing to root for, but 
they’re a bit on the nose. For a sports 
romance fan looking for something a 
bit different than your standard fare, 
I’d recommend The Art of Catching 
Feelings by Alicia Thompson. It’s 
extra fun since it’s baseball, not hock-
ey (hockey romances are SO popular 
now) and it handles grief and mental 
health in fantastic ways. 

For your ‘romantasy’ readers, I 
really enjoyed the Kingdom of Lies 
series by Stacia Stark. It’s a com-
pleted series (though I suspect we’ll 
get a spinoff ), slow burn, no love 
triangle nonsense, enemies to lovers, 
and has super fun world building. It’s 
another BookTok darling, so there’s 
spice that increases throughout the 
series. If you have Sarah J Mass or 
Fourth Wing fans in your life, this 
would be a great one for them, and 
it’s a bit lesser known so you might 
even surprise them. I would also 
recommend Faebound, a start to a 
new trilogy. Saara El-Afrifi builds a 
really fascinating world with really 

interesting characters and includes 
parallel love stories. It’s a slow starter 
but I’m anxiously awaiting February 
18th for when book two releases; 
that cliffhanger was ruthless. 

I’ll end this on a thriller romance 
crossover since part two will be 
thrillers/mysteries. The Ruinous 
Love Trilogy by Brynne Weaver is 
uh, something. This one is not for 
the faint of heart in either genre and 
maybe even only for the hardcore. 
It starts with Butcher & Blackbird, 
which is a romance between two 
serial killers… Hear me out! If 
you’re a fan of both genres, you’ll 
actually really like this one. It’s sur-
prisingly funny, and while obviously 
an oddball combo, both our killers 
kill for a good reason and only kill 
people who deserve it? Whatever. 
Don’t judge me. I can’t wait for book 
three – it has clowns and a shady 
carnival. Fair warning, Weaver is 
about to ruin various foods for 
you… honestly just take her list of 
warnings seriously and proceed with 
caution.

On the gift of reading, Part 1

Sara Leady



8 the electric city news | December 5-18, 2024

Ann K. Bailes

community

Has a Hitchcock protégé come to 
Anderson? Because a remake of The Birds 
appears to be underway.

As anyone knows who has seen it, The 
Birds is a creepy movie. It succeeds despite 

having seemingly very 
little plot or theme – 
just those birds that 
keep arriving, and . . . 
well, if you’ve seen it, 
you don’t need any more 
description. And I don’t 
want to spoil it for any-
one who never has. Just 
know that it is eerie. 

Frightening. And just plain weird. But it is 
also arresting and difficult to turn away from!

And what does that movie have to do with 
Anderson? Twice in recent mornings Mike 
and I have been driving down the East-West 
Connector, and all the towers holding up 
high-power electrical lines have been covered 
with vultures – many of whom have probably 
been there at roost all night. The longer we 
looked, the more birds appeared, landing one 
at a time, just like the movie. It was a spooky 
– and getting spookier by the moment – sight.

Vultures are creepy and weird birds in 
their own right. They certainly don’t make 
for a pleasant little article in a community 
newspaper. Two types live in our area – both 
are large birds, with featherless heads, that 
ride the thermal air currents in wobbly circles, 
looking for dead things to eat. The turkey 

vulture is larger and has a red head. The black 
vulture has a black head, is not quite as com-
mon, and has a slightly 
smaller wingspan. Those 
naked heads mean that 
they don’t mess up their 
feathers when they eat.

However, those not-
very-nice huge birds do 
play an important role in 
ecology. Their unusual 
choice for a buffet means 
that they help get rid 
of dead carcasses – and 
that also helps prevent 
diseases that could spread 
from rotting flesh. They 
are commonly seen by 
the side of country roads, 
and despite their size and 
awkward gait, they can move quickly to get 
out of the way of passing cars. When a large 
group of vultures is seen circling in the distant 
sky, a carcass is there for the taking.

So, apparently local vultures have found 

good roosting sites in those high-powered 
electrical towers that dot the landscape on the 

East-West Connector. 
Hundreds of them can 
be seen. They’re lined 
up like black-cloaked 
undertakers, suspicious 
characters, awaiting their 
next customers. And 
thus those large black 
birds, coming in one by 
one, bear an eerie resem-
blance to the Hitchcock 
movie. I hope it’s just a 
resemblance. Knowing 
what the birds eventually 
inflicted in the movie, I 
might have to keep my 
windows up. 

Just kidding. I know 
that nothing is going to happen, and the con-
nector is safe to travel. But I might not watch 
The Birds for awhile. It’s too close for comfort 
to our own current apparition right here in 
town.

THE BIRDS COMES TO ANDERSON

Has a Hitchcock 
protégé come 
to Anderson? 

Because a 
remake of The 
Birds appears 

to be underway.
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$500 off of a custom  
Sleep Appliance

Gabrielle F. Cannick, DMD, PhD
Grand Oaks Dental, LLC  

3905 Liberty Highway, Anderson, SC, 29621
Call 864-224-0809 or visit www.grandoaksdental.com 

EMA� works by open-
ing the bite and gently 
advancing the mandi-
ble (or jaw) with elastic 
straps to increase 
airway space.

This custom-made oral 
appliance is only avail-
able through dental 
professionals.

Ask your dentist if 
EMA is right for you.

For a  
better 
night’s 
sleep

YOUR DENTIST CAN SAVE YOUR LIFE

Living a fulfilling life with purpose
As we come to the close of another year, I 

hope each of you – my faithful readers – can 
look back over the past 12 months and say that 
on balance it has been productive and fulfilling. 
I also want to take this opportunity to thank 
each of you for your readership and your excel-
lent feedback. Clearly, ours is a wonderful com-
munity of caring people. And it’s a privilege to 
have a thriving dental practice that is in service 
to our patients and conducted for all in the spir-
it of “giving back”.

I like to think of this column as a shared 
learning experience -- as we strive together to 
achieve a healthier and more productive life!

Over the past year we have focused on sub-
jects like the importance of getting restorative 
sleep. Having a positive attitude. Being resil-
ient in the face of stressful situations. Getting 
“unstuck” when the going gets rough. Having 
maximum energy for every day. Enjoying quality 
connections. And more.

Let me conclude our feature series for this 
year with this thought…

The secret to better health is more than 
eating better, sleeping 
better and exercising. It’s 
also about living a ful-
filling life with purpose.

Consider. We wake 
up, go to work, come 
home, have dinner, 
watch television, go to 
bed. Repeat. Making a 
living is a necessity, to 
be sure. But perhaps we 
should ask ourselves: 

Am I incorporating into my days things that 
bring me excitement and

joy? Here are four simple steps that provide 
a guide for living a more purposeful and fulfill-
ing life:

• Look inside yourself to try and understand 

what your life should feel like. What aligns with 
your beliefs and values. Do what feels right to you.

• Ask yourself what you care about and 
apply your unique skills in ways that can be 
used for a cause and/or contribute to the greater 
good.

• Trust yourself. Don’t worry about what 
others think. Trust your gut and make decisions 
(life choices) that are best for you. In this way 
you live your life with a clear conscience.

• Practice gratitude. Reflect on the bless-
ings in your life and share them with others. 
Touching others in a positive way is a wonderful 
feeling! You will gain a sense of pride while 
being of service to others. A true win win!

There’s much more to consider. Learn to 
let go of failure. Be content with the purpose 
you have chosen for yourself. Try to live in the 
moment. Marvel in it…not waiting for a time 
when everything will simply fall into place. Again, 
I thank you for joining me in this journey to 

better living. If you would like to discuss any of 
our subjects, please reach out. Consider us your 
hometown resource for guidance and support.

Dr. Gabrielle F. Cannick is the owner of Grand 
Oaks Dental, located at 3905 Liberty Highway in 
Anderson. A strong believer that dental fear and 
anxiety should not prevent any patient from receiv-
ing the highest quality dental care, Dr. Cannick has 
received extensive training in Sedation Dentistry and 
is a certified member of the Dental Organization for 
Conscious Sedation. She is also a member of the South 
Carolina Dental Association, the American Dental 
Association, the Academy of General Dentistry, and 
the American Academy of Dental Sleep Medicine.

For more information about Grand Oaks 
Dental and the services provided, please call 864-
224-0809, or click to grandoaksdental.com or 
visit us on Facebook at https://www.facebook.
com/GrandOaksDental.

Dr. Gabrielle 
F. Cannick

the electric city news |   April 29-May 12, 2021   3

community

“BUSINESS 
IDEAS WITH 
COMMUNITY 
FEEDBACK.”

 JOIN US! 
 EVERY WEDNESDAY AT 8 AM 
 FREE BREAKFAST AND COFFEE 

THE BREW

For more information visit  
www.facebook.com/downtownanderson or 

email cgaddis@cityofandersonsc.com

 ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT OFFICES
 102 N. MURRAY AVE. 
 ANDERSON, SOUTH CAROLINA

It’s almost Mother’s Day, so if 
you have a daughter, why not cel-
ebrate with a movie night? Put on 
matching jammies, pop some pop-
corn, and stream “Little Women,” in 
which 19th-century sisters Meg, Jo, 
Beth, and Amy March are shepherd-
ed through the obstacles of ado-
lescence by their mom, whom they 
adore. Then, when you’re feeling all 
warm inside, stream a 21st-century 
look at the mother-daughter rela-
tionship, “Lady Bird,” in which an 
argument between the young title 
character and her mother becomes 
so bitter and personal and ANGRY 
that the teenager actually throws 
herself from a moving car.

I still tear up every time I watch 
“Little Women,” but for most moth-
ers and daughters, “Lady Bird” is 
closer to reality. I’ll bet that at least 
once, even Jo wanted to jump out 
of a carriage over some dust-up 
with Marmie. There just seems 

to be something uniquely intense 
about these relationships, so for an 
explanation of the mother-daugh-

ter dynamic 
-- and why it 
is sometimes 
so intense 
-- I turned 
to Dr. Karen 
Lake, Ph.D., 
of Lake 
Psychological 
Services in 
Columbia.

“As girls, we value the esteem 
of our mothers more than anyone 
else’s,” she says. “There’s also no one 
in the whole world that we expect 
to understand us better than our 
moms, and it’s frustrating when 
they don’t live up to understanding 
our every thought and feeling the 
way we think they should. Often, 
the emotional boundaries are a lot 
looser in this relationship because 

we know that we’re always going to 
love each other, so we may feel freer 
to express negative feelings.”

As a mother for almost three 
decades and a daughter for A 
Whole Lot Longer, I am thankful 
that I’ve never had a “Lady Bird” 
blowup with Elizabeth, my daugh-
ter, or Barbara, my mother, two 
people whom I love more than 
almost anyone in the world. We’ve 
definitely had our moments, though, 
when we’ve stubbornly remained 
entrenched in our positions, refus-
ing to give an inch. The most mem-
orable of these stem from arguments 
over clothes, make-up, vegetables, 
piano practice, “Operator” by 
Manhattan Transfer, Girl Scouts, 
pharmacy school, “Cynthia” as a 
name for a cat, and flip-flops as reg-
ular footwear. ( Just for giggles, see 
if you can guess who I argued with 
over which. Answers appear below.)

Each of these arguments seemed 

important at the time, but as I list 
them now, they just seem ridiculous. 
What is not ridiculous, though, are 
the tender moments we’ve shared, 
like the times my mother told me 
that being adopted meant that my 
sister and I were the most wanted 
children in the world. Like the time 
she took me to The Sweetery for tea 
when I was going through a little 
post-partum depression, assuring 
me that everything would be okay. 
Like the time that Elizabeth mem-
orized one of my favorite poems 
and recited it for me on Christmas 
morning as a gift. Like the time she 

and I texted back and forth for an 
hour, Elizabeth in a French train 
station while waiting on a friend 
and me under the covers of my bed, 
trying not to wake her dad.

Whether you’re a mother or 
a daughter, I’d like to wish you a 
Mother’s Day filled with fewer 
squabbles and more hugs, more 
“Little Women” and less “Lady Bird.” 
Just remember that if a car trip is 
involved, everyone remains seated 
until the vehicle comes to a com-
plete stop.

What’s the most ridiculous thing 
you’ve ever argued about with your 
mother or daughter? Email your 
story to editkim50@gmail.com. 
And in case you’re curious, I argued 
with my mother over clothes, vege-
tables, “Operator,” pharmacy school, 
and “Cynthia.” I argued with my 
daughter over makeup, Girl Scouts, 
and flip-flops. I got into it with both 
of them over piano practice.

Kim von Keller

If you survive it, the mother-daughter relationship is the best
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J. BRENT COPELAND, DMD
1406 NORTH FANT STREET

(864) 226-6574
DRBRENTCOPELAND.COM

• We are accepting new patients
• Community Choice Best of

Your Hometown Winner 2021-2024Your Hometown Winner 2021-2024
• Happy Holidays from all

of us at J. Brent Copeland, DMD

DIAMONDS-N-GOLD DIRECT

3124 NORTH MAIN STREET
(864) 225-3320

DIAMONDS-N-GOLD.COM
Put some sparkle in her stocking!

CLAYTON TILE

1718 PEARMAN DAIRY ROAD
(864) 225-0884

CLAYTONTILE.COM
A new backsplash for the holidays

CITY OF ANDERSON

Shop and dine downtown
Anderson for the holidays!

ANDERSON PREP PRESCHOOL

1910 COMMONWEALTH LANE
(864) 940-0125

ANDERSONPREPSC.COM
Montessori Inspired - Christian Led

• Low classroom ratios • Spanish classes
• Secure entrances • CPR trained staff• Secure entrances • CPR trained staff

GLAM BEAUTY BAR & SPA

502 NORTH MAIN STREET, SUITE F
(864) 844-9599

GLAMBEAUTYBARANDSPA.COM
Glamour in one spot with total

beauty solutions for every need!

KIDS STUFF ACADEMY

117 MIDTOWN SQUARE
(864) 225-7883

KIDSSTUFFACADEMY.US

HEYWARD MANOR

5827 HWY 81, IVA
(864) 617-0391

HEYWARDMANOR.COM
Give the gift of love 

Forever starts at Heyward Manor

W.E. BLACK TERMITE
& PEST CONTROL

2840 S MAIN STREET
(864) 375-1899

WEBLACKPESTCONTROL.COM.WORDPRESS
Happy Holidays from

W.E. Black Termite & Pest ControlW.E. Black Termite & Pest Control

ECN
HOLIDAY

GIFT
GUIDE
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IMAGES SALON

2101 NORTH MAIN STREET
(864) 225-8355

IMAGESDAYSPA.COM
Image is everything!

SURFGOAT
511 NORTH MAIN STREET

SURFGOAT.COM
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!

Stop by for exclusive Holiday sales!

THE GARDEN HOUSE

201 EDGEBROOK DRIVE
(864) 964-5668

GARDENHOUSEANDERSON.COM
INFO@GARDENHOUSEANDERSON.COM

Happy Holidays from the staff
& residents at The Garden House& residents at The Garden House

TURNKEY ROOFING
432 SAYRE STREET

ANDERSON, SC 29624
(864) 241-8133

WWW.TURNKEYROOFING.NET
Secure Your Home This Christmas!

BELTON CENTER
FOR THE ARTS

306 CITY SQUARE, BELTON SC
(864) 338-8556

BELTONCENTERFORTHEARTS.ORG
Experience a piece of history

GLAM BEAUTY BAR & SPA

502 NORTH MAIN STREET, SUITE F
(864) 844-9599

GLAMBEAUTYBARANDSPA.COM
GLAMBEAUTYBARANDSPA@GMAIL.COM

Glamour in one spot with total
beauty solutions for every need!beauty solutions for every need!

THE BLECKLEY INN

151 E CHURCH STREET
(864) 225-7203

BLECKLEYINN.COM
Wrap yourself in comfort
with our Comphy Sheets

GREATER ANDERSON
MUSICAL ARTS

(864) 231-6147
GAMAC.ORG

Give the gift of music.

ANDERSON
INTERFAITH MINISTRIES

1202 S MURRAY AVENUE
(864) 226-2273

AIMCHARITY.ORG

BELTON AREA 
MUSEUM ASSOCIATION

100 NORTH MAIN STREET
BELTON, SC 29627

864-338-7400
WWW.BELTONMUSEUM.COM
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MONTESSORI SCHOOL
OF ANDERSON

280 SAM MCGEE ROAD
(864) 226-5344      MSASC.ORG

Anderson Main Library

300 N McDuffie St.
864-260-4500

PHIL JEWELERS

116 NORTH MAIN STREET
(864) 226-7635

Making Christmas wishes
come true since 1965

CULVERS - ANDERSON
2109 NORTH HIWAY 81

(864) 328-9325
Gift cards for the holidays!

CORNERSTONE
DENTISTRY

190 MUTUAL DRIVE
(864) 222-9001

CORNERSTONESMILES.CO

CITY SEED AT THE STATION

520 N MURRAY AVENUE
(864) 225-7511

CITYSEEDATTHESTATION.COM

THE SWEETERY

1814 E GREENVILLE STREET
(864) 224-8394

THESWEETERY.COM

THE KITCHEN
EMPORIUM & GIFTS

418 NORTH MAIN STREET
(864) 225-2021

THEKITCHENEMPORIUM.NET
Vietri for the holidays!

STRICKLAND FINE ART

2500-A NORTH MAIN STREET
(864) 224-0370

JILLSTRICKLANDART.NET
Saving your memories one frame at a time.
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Saving your memories one frame at a time.
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Robert Gallant

BY RICH OTTER
In 2004, Robert Gallant described a num-

ber of what he considered to have been his 
defining moments in life. The first one, he 
acknowledged, was being born October 19, 
1929. Robert was best known for his involve-
ment with the Gallant-Belk store founded by 
his father with the Belk organization in 1919, 
but he enjoyed an exciting life that greatly 
enriched the city and county of Anderson.

He said his first experience in retail selling, 
that would define much of his life, came with 
an adventure with his brother and sister. As 
youngsters they were exploring the Gallant-
Belk store on the Square in Anderson. In a 
sub-basement they found some old packing 
crates with long forgotten clothing dating 
back to the 1920s—“including pointy-toed 
women’s shoes with spike heels. The clothes 
were just magnificent.” They took them to the 
old milking shed behind their home and sold 
them for 15 and 20 cents each.

But there was a long rocky road ahead 
of him. For instance, at North Fant Street 
School on one occasion he was required to 
stay after school. He was incarcerated in the 
office of the principal, Miss Etttie Davis, to 
serve his time. She had a little plant that was 
leafless but had thorns she had decorated with 
gumdrops. During her absence from the room, 
it seems a little 
gumdrop looked 
very inviting—
and then another, 
and another, and 
another. By the 
time she returned 
the gumdrop 
tree bore naked 
thorns. She 
noticed. He spent 
a week in her 
office after classes 
(but without 
gumdrops).

Not wanting 
to dive into a big 
university too 
quickly, he went 
to Davidson for 
two years and 
then transferred 
to the University 
of North 
Carolina. To fit 
in with his fra-
ternity brothers 
at Beta Theta Phi, he acquired a pair of white 
buck shoes. The problem was, they had to 
be ordered specially to fit his quite large feet. 
They finally arrived and were glorious. He put 
them on and paraded into a group of brothers, 

all of whom had on their dirty white bucks. 
They looked down at those huge white shoes 
and broke into laughter. One said: “Robert, 
why don’t you knock the snow off your skis.” 

Humiliated, he 
scuffed them up.

The Korean 
War was heating 
up and he enlist-
ed in the Air 
Force. No mili-
tary boot would 
fit him. He went 
through basic 
drilling running 
obstacle courses 
in a pair of old 
dress shoes. 
Finally, some spe-
cial order boots 
came through. 

A supposed 
hearing imped-
iment had kept 
him while in 
college from pilot 
cadet status. He 
later passed the 
same test and was 
told he probably 
had a cold at the 

time of the first test. He went to Officer’s 
Candidate School and became an officer in 
Alaska at Elmendorf Air Force Base. 

In 1953, he retired and returned to 
Anderson, going to work at the Gallant-Belk 

store. Although he anticipated being an old 
bachelor, he took a shine to Mary Calhoun. 
Her father, Andrew B. Calhoun, “wouldn’t 
let me date her.” She was eight years younger. 
Three years later, after a warning that she 
had a mind of her own, her father relented. 
Obviously, a defining moment. 

During this time, their business continued 
expanding. The store having grown from its 
original 5,000 square feet to 75,000. They 
needed more parking space. They planned 
to build a parking deck over the railroad cut 
behind the store and obtained a 99 year lease 
of the air rights that many years before the 
city council had reserved when the railroad 
was first built. After considerable haggling 
with the railroad, the deck was constructed. 

During seasons such as Christmas time, 
traffic was backed up to get into the new lot 
and the store. Robert would go out, stop traf-
fic, and wave the cars into the lot or let them 

out. It could then accommodate about 1.500 
cars a day. He also was proficient at opening 
doors for customers. 

One day he happened to open the door 
for a Black gentleman and bid him “Good 
morning”. After he passed through, his cus-
tomer suddenly stopped, turned around and 
said: “That’s why I moved back down South. 
I left Anderson years and years ago and went 
up North and have done well, but they are 
not friendly up there. I have come back down 
here where my roots are and where people 
are friendly.” That was certainly a defining 
moment for Robert.

He was very active in downtown develop-
ment, but following urging of the Belk chain 
they moved the store to the Mall. He retired 
in 1989 and had the opportunity to pursue an 
interest in architecture he had harbored since 
college. Robert passed away in 2019. He was 
one good guy.

GALLANT’S DEFINING MOMENTS

In 2004, Robert 
Gallant described a 
number of what he 
considered to have 
been his defining 

moments in life. ... He 
enjoyed an exciting 

life that greatly 
enriched the city and 
county of Anderson.



14 the electric city news | December 5-18, 2024

Offerings IncludeOfferings Include  

Kitchen Rentals for Food Production 

Commissary Kitchen 

Cold + Dry Rentable Storage  

Prep Space 

Demonstration Kitchen 

Retail Space  

Business Education + Support Programs 

                                                                                     

Coming Soon!Coming Soon!

A Creative Culinary Experience.

The City of Anderson will open 110 North Kitchen +
Commissary, Anderson’s first shared kitchen for food

entrepreneurs who want to start or grow their business. 
Opening this January! 

Located downtown Anderson at 110 North Murray Avenue.  

For more information, contact us at
 fmilford@cityofandersonsc.com.  

Offerings IncludeOfferings Include  

Kitchen Rentals for Food Production 

Commissary Kitchen 

Cold + Dry Rentable Storage  

Prep Space 

Demonstration Kitchen 

Retail Space  

Business Education + Support Programs 

                                                                                     

Coming Soon!Coming Soon!

A Creative Culinary Experience.

The City of Anderson will open 110 North Kitchen +
Commissary, Anderson’s first shared kitchen for food

entrepreneurs who want to start or grow their business. 
Opening this January! 

Located downtown Anderson at 110 North Murray Avenue.  

For more information, contact us at
 fmilford@cityofandersonsc.com.  

NOW OPEN!NOW OPEN!
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BY JULIE BARTON
Former President of Anderson Heritage, Inc.

In May, 1985, the following quote 
appeared in the Yorkville Bulletin:

“Old buildings are not ours. They belong 
partly to those who built them and partly to the 
generations of mankind who are to follow us.”

This belief became a guiding principle for 
Anderson Heritage, Inc. Since 1973 count-
less volunteers have worked to preserve and 
restore historically and architecturally signif-
icant structures in Anderson. Community 
leaders who supported the goal of preserving 
the past for the future accomplished extraordi-
nary work in the field of preservation.  Many 
of Anderson’s most charming and archi-
tecturally important sites still stand today 
due to the diligence and dedication of the 
members of Anderson Heritage, Inc. Early 
leaders of the organization were visionary in 
their unshakable belief in the value of preser-
vation at a time long before it was “on trend’. 
It is in honor of these visionary leaders that 
current members of the Anderson Heritage 
Board of Directors took a bold step. It was 
unanimously decided that funds long held 
in an Endowment should be distributed to 
organizations in the community which are 
currently striving to do the important work of 

preservation and restoration. Four impactful 
gifts have been distributed to the Anderson 
County Museum, the 
Anderson Arts Center, the 
City of Anderson and the 
TBA initiative (To Benefit 
Anderson) of the Foothills 
Community Foundation. 

The Anderson Heritage 
Board of Directors stipulat-
ed to the Anderson County 
Museum that funds were 
exclusively for the mainte-
nance and upkeep of Miss 
Frierson’s Schoolhouse and 
other assets received from 
the organization. Funds to 
the Anderson Arts Center 
were designated for capital 
improvements to either of 
their historic structures, the 
Carnegie Building or the 
Arts Warehouse, or to the 
retirement of debt on the 
property. Portions of the 
disbursement to the City of Anderson were 
designated to the Church Street project, Silver 
Brook Cemetery and the Gateway Markers 
project. The Foothills Community Foundation 
was charged with directing their funds to a proj-

ect of the TBA Initiative (To Benefit Anderson) 
which aligns with the former mission and vision 

of Anderson Heritage, Inc.
It is rare that a non-prof-

it organization is able to 
declare, “Mission, accom-
plished!” But that is the 
case for Anderson Heritage, 
Inc. Past leaders, volunteers 
and donors have been hon-
ored and past goals have 
been generously funded 
for future accomplishment. 
Thanks to the unified voice 
of the Board of Directors, 
Anderson Heritage, Inc. 
has been able to direct final 
and impactful gifts to the 
community. After 47 years, 
the charter of the organi-
zation will be suspended 
by the SC Secretary of 
State. Anderson Heritage, 
Inc. will achieve Emeritus 
status as an organization 

no longer active on the front lines of historic 
preservation, but always supportive of the goal 
of preserving the past for the future.

PUBLIC NOTICE 
FOR LIEN

Pursuant to SC Statutory Law, 
personal property from the 

following unit will be sold on 
April 2, 2020 at 12:30 PM at 

Stowaway Self Storage, 
4350 Highway 24, 

Anderson, SC 29626. 
Items can be viewed at

www.storagetreasures.com.

Unit #C19 – L. Vaughn – Unit 
appears to have - Refrigerator,

electronics, grill, rug, 
loveseat, couch, tables, 

chairs, mattress, night stand, 
dressers, household goods.

Property being sold to satisfy 
a lien for storage rent.

Terms of sale: Cash Only

Unit availability subject to 
prior redemption by tenant.

Preserving the past for the future
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edwardjones.com
 Member SIPC

Shane Hunt, AAMS® 
Financial Advisor

1508 N Fant St 
Anderson, SC 29621 
864-224-2955

864-716-0560 • www.glennmep.com

We specialize in HVAC, Electrical and Plumbing
Service Residential and Industrial

Provide Certified Technicians for all repair needs

Easy In-Store Financing

10% OFF
ONE ITEM

SHOW THIS AD TO REDEEM
CERTAIN EXCLUSIONS MAY APPLY

**EASY IN-HOUSE FINANCING**

509 NORTH MAIN STREET
ANDERSON, SC 29621

864-225-5496

Neal Parnell

If you’re a meteorologist in the South, 
using the ‘S’ word can make or break your 
career. You know that we don’t flinch if the 
stock market dives or spikes and that we don’t 
blink when gasoline goes up another dollar, 

but if we are walking through our den and 
hear the word SNOW our ears perk up, and a 
frosty panic is set in motion. 

Before cell phones and the Internet, a 
weather announcement of snow was spread 
slowly through our car radios or the news 
at noon on our televisions. Everyone had 
time to prepare in a calm and cool manner. 
Nowadays, with instant Live 24-hour weather 
updates, everyone already in the grocery store 
is hoarding milk and bread and by the time 

you get there you’ll be lucky to fight your way 
to a quart of goat milk and a smushed loaf of 
Pumpernickel. 

Our Northern neighbors are never sur-
prised by a nor’easter with 12 feet of snow 

and ice. They stock up 
months in advance and 
hunker down for weeks 
on end. In the South, 
we are never prepared 
and must wait until the 
roads are solid blocks of 
ice before thinking our 
jacked-up 4-wheelers 
are immune to gravity 
and ditches. When a 

Northern mother dresses her kid to play in 
the snow they are wearing a Gortex coat, 
insulated waterproof boots and gloves, and a 
thermal wind-protecting head cover. 

My mom had to be inventive for me to go 
out into the winter wonderland of Anderson. 
A safety pin was used to have my dad’s old 
baseball cap fit my head. His high school 
sweater with the sleeves rolled up was my 
coat and a pair of socks were my gloves. I did 
have waterproof shoes. Well actually, I had 
on two pair of socks which were then covered 
with bread bags held up with rubber bands 

and stuffed into my sneakers. A little Vaseline 
smeared on anything else exposed and I was 
ready for hours of frosty fun. So, what if I 
came in later with frostbite; Dad said I prob-
ably wouldn’t need all those fingers and toes 
anyway. 

We Southern folk are pretty stubborn 
regarding coloring books and driving; we just 
can’t stay inside the lines. When snow covers 
the lines in the road it’s a free- for-all and even 
calling all 9’s won’t help. Thanks to my dad’s 
snow-driving advice, I’ve never had a snow 
accident. He said, “Son, just pretend you’re 
taking your grandmother to a church social. 
There’s a chocolate cake and three gallons of 
sweet tea in glass jars in the back seat, and she’s 
in the front wearing a new dress and holding a 
crock-pot full of hot gravy in her lap”. 

There are many signs that predict snow 
in the South; here’s one - “If leaves fall early, 
winter will be mild. If leaves fall late, winter 
will be wild”. I’ve come up with a couple for 
Anderson. “If the line at Besto is out the door, 
we’ll get 2 inches, maybe more.” “If you make 
every light while driving through town, a ton 
of snow is sure to come down” 

And one more thing. Please don’t grab the 
dash and scream every time I run off the road, 
it makes me nervous. 

SNOW



16 the electric city news | December 5-18, 2024

community

Main Services:
• Weight Loss • Semaglutide & Tirzepatide • Aesthetics & Filler • Acute Care •

• Hormone Replacement Therapy • B12 Lipotropic Injections •
Free Consults & Walk-Ins Welcome!

3710 Liberty Highway, Anderson, SC 29621
P: (864) 401-1178

contact@beachmedicalanderson.com
www.beachmedicalonline.com

OFFICE HOURS:
Monday & Wednesday: 10am-5pm
Tuesday & Thursday: 10am-7pm
Friday & Saturday: 9am-1pm

C
at the Anderson Arts Center

laus

  C
RA

FTING WITH

Benefiting the Youth programs at the 
Anderson Arts Center!

TICKETS

Sunday, December 8
11:00am - 2:00pm

 the Arts Center Galleries

110 Federal Street
Anderson, SC 29625

864.222.2787
www.AndersonArts.org

November 25th marked 22 years of living 
in my house. Before this, 16 years was the 
longest I had lived in one house. My daddy 
was a truck driver and had going in his blood. 
We moved A LOT. The land was bought in 
late fall of 1997 with a five-year plan to build. 
Once Henry Busby hired me in February 
1998, my plant habit really grew...pardon the 
pun.

While wandering around trying to figure 
out where to plant more, it gives pause to 
think about how some things have grown. 
Last fall, I bought two banana shrubs because 
they smell wonderful with no plan of where I 
would put them, just somewhere I could enjoy 
their blooms. There were two in the yard 
already. But as time goes by, and decisions are 
re-thought, one was cut down because it was 
planted too close to Grandmother Cooley’s 
magnolia tree. As I learned how big the 
banana shrub would grow, eventually it would 
block too much of grandmother’s magnolia. I 
consider how big things will grow, but often 
times think “In another 20 or 25 years, will 
it matter”. Banana shrubs make a good ever-
green screen. One finally got planted to block 
a neighbor’s house. I want to plant the other 
one behind the house even though it will 
eventually get too big for that area too. But 
I’m probably going for where I can smell it 
and never mind how big it will grow. I love the 
view from the screen porch though and must 

take that into consideration.
From a previous Garden Shop issue, wax 

myrtles Mother Nature planted under cedar 
trees on the property line have been dug up. 
Some have been planted further out from the 
edge of the yard. Part of the planting disorder 
is, years ago, I started letting some of the yard 

return to pasture to decrease grass cutting. 
But now that I see how big the wax myrtle has 
grown, I’m putting some transplants where I 
will need to cut more grass, only until they get 
bigger though. Then they can fend for them-
selves amongst the broom sedge. Again, to 
hide me more from view. Mother Nature pro-

vides little cedar trees too and they are being 
transplanted into the pasture.

Another project going on is laying down 
cardboard, then covering it with leaves. It’s free 
mulch, looks nice, and cancels out some grass 
cutting. I thought about starting a new bed in 
an open area of the front yard. I was going to 
put lantana and zinnias to make it a butter-
fly haven. Husband helped me bring vintage 
wrought iron from the “crap collection” behind 
the shed. I laid it out with the intention of mak-
ing it a square parterre type garden. It seemed a 
good contrast to curvy lines around the yard. It 
did not come together as imagined. Plus, how 
many years would it be before Mother Nature 
planted sweet gums and oaks amongst the 
lantanas. So Husband got to help me put the 
wrought iron back where it came from. Another 
part of the disorder. He wondered how long it 
would be before he helps bring it out again. 

Many years ago, a possumhaw (Ilex decid-
ua) was planted in a standalone spot out front. 
Red berries contrast beautifully against golden 
yellow leaves in fall. Berries stay after foliage 
is gone for another show against its grey bark. 
Wind made the possumhaw lean and cutting 
grass under it was difficult. To fix that, three 
Tortuga junipers (Juniperus communis) have 
been planted under it. The tag says full sun but 
with the angle of the sun, and leaning of the 
shrub, they should be fine. Again, cardboard 
was covered in leaves that allowed the juni-
pers to be planted near the edge of the shrub. 
Silvery blue foliage of the junipers should 
contrast nicely against the possumhaw and give 
winter interest once the possumhaw is bare.

The garden shop area is beginning to thin 
out as many things have been planted. If I can 
continue on this jag, it should be ready for 
restocking come spring...that disorder again.

THE GARDEN SHOP

SUSAN 
TEMPLE 
master 
gardener

Leaning possumhaw with new junipers

RUMINATING AND PLANNING AHEAD
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Sean Dietrich

I was eleven. I was invited to try out for the 
Christmas community choir. A lady visited 
our church to conduct the auditions.

I had been practicing for three weeks, 
learning the lyrics to “O Little Town of 
Bethlehem.”

My father, the welder, took me to the audi-
tion after work. Before it 
was my turn to sing, he 
gave me a pep talk.

“Knock it outta the 
park,” he said. 

I sang for the lady in 
the wire-rimmed glasses 
who held the clipboard. 
She was less than 
impressed with me.

“Stop singing!” she 
shouted, interrupting my song. “We’re looking 
for something else, I’m sorry. Next please?”

My father stormed forward from the back 
of the church. He looked like he was on his 
way to pick a fight with an umpire.

“Now wait a minute, Lady,” he said. “I 
demand you let my boy finish his song. He’s 
been working on it for weeks. What kind of 
heartless woman doesn’t let a kid finish his 
song?”

The woman’s mouth dropped open. She 
looked at my father like he’d lost his mind.

She sat down and asked me to sing it 
again. I cleared my throat. I sang. I did much 
better than before. It wasn’t a home run, per 
se, but more like an infield single.

I got the part.
I was fifteen feet tall. Until that day I’d 

never done anything special with my life—
unless you counted the noises I could make 
with my underarms. I was a chubby kid with 
awkward features, I was neither handsome, 
nor athletic.

But now I was a soloist.
It took months of preparation to get it 

right. Each day after school, I would rehearse 
for my mother in the kitchen while she made 
supper.

On the night of the performance, my father 
arrived home an hour late. He wheeled into 
our driveway, kicking gravel behind his tires.

My mother flew off the porch, carrying 
my choir robe on a hanger. “You’re late!” she 
shouted at him. My mother gasped when she 
saw my father.

“You’re filthy!” she said. “You can’t go like 
that!”

His denim clothes were stained, he smelled 
like diesel, his skin was painted with soot.

“The boss made me work late,” he said. 
“Ain’t got time to change.”

My mother wished me luck with a kiss on 
the forehead and stayed behind. My father 
sped through the night.

We arrived at a Presbyterian church with 
lots of cars in the parking area. Families were 
walking into the chapel dressed in Christmas 
finery.

“I think I’m gonna be sick,” I told Daddy.
“You’re gonna be fine.”
“But what if I mess up?”
“You won’t.”
“I gotta puke.”
“Listen to me,” he said. “Singing is just like 

baseball, you stand at the plate, you relax, you 
hit the ball. Now you’re gonna go knock that 
ball outta the park, got it?”

I almost lost my lunch on his boots.
The chapel was ornate. I have never seen 

so many people crammed into one place, there 
must’ve been three counties in attendance. A 
small community orchestra played. The choir 
sang. Then came my solo.

And…
I choked.
I missed my cue. Maybe it was because of 

the large audience, or the three-story stained 
glass, or the beautiful choir. I opened my 
mouth, but nothing came out.

The music came to a screeching halt. The 
choir director almost passed a kidney stone. 
Everyone knew something was wrong. The 
silence of the hall was deafening.

This is how I would die, I thought. On a 
stage, wearing a starched robe.

Then, I saw him.
He was in the back of the room, a mile 

away. The sooty man, sitting in a pew sur-
rounded by people in fancy clothes. People 
who had scooted away from him.

And that look he wore. It was pride. His 
boy was on the platform.

Suddenly, I was less worried. I forgot 
where I was. The audience disappeared. The 
next thing I knew, I was singing.

By the second verse, every voice in the 
audience had joined me. Hundreds of voices, 
following mine. And from the back of the 
chapel, candles were being lit, one by one, 
until the place was illuminated with a million 
lights.

When the concert finished, my father met 
me backstage. His eyes were raw and red. 
There were tear-trails on his dirty cheeks.

The choir director congratulated me. Then, 
she shook my father’s filthy hand.

“Merry Christmas,” she said.
But he couldn’t seem to speak. All he could 

manage to say was, “That’s my boy.” Then he 
said it again.

He took me into town to eat a chili dog. 
We ate on the tailgate. We stayed up late. We 
laughed.

That was our last Christmas together.
If you get a chance this year, tell your kids 

how proud they make you.

The Soloist
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BE A PART
OF OUR

SHOP LOCAL
DIRECTORY!

CALL (864) 221-9269 OR (864) 934-1477

BE A PART
OF OUR

SHOP LOCAL
DIRECTORY!

CALL (864) 221-9269 OR (864) 934-1477

1017-A Whitehall Road, Anderson
(864) 401-8722

Where EVERYDAY is
Independence Day

• Scooters
• Powerchairs

• Ramps

• Stairlifts
• Lift Chairs

• Vehicle Lifts

Sales, Service and Rentals

Bring in this ad and receive
10% off total purchase!

BE A PART
OF OUR

SHOP LOCAL
DIRECTORY!

CALL (864) 221-9269 OR (864) 934-1477

BE A PART
OF OUR

SHOP LOCAL
DIRECTORY!

CALL (864) 221-9269 OR (864) 934-1477
1300 Pearman Dairy Rd

Anderson 29625

Phone: 864.780.0210

Hours: Tues - Friday 10 til 6
Saturday 10 til 5
Sunday 12 til 5

Closed MondayClosed Monday

Centerville Pickers Market
Antiques, Furniture & Home Decor

1300 Pearman Dairy Rd
Anderson 29625

Phone: 864.780.0210

Hours: Tues - Friday 10 til 6
Saturday 10 til 5
Sunday 12 til 5

Closed MondayClosed Monday

Centerville Pickers Market
Antiques, Furniture & Home Decor

NOW 
HIRING
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Talk to Santa Claus and tell him you’ve been good!
He will be on the square in front of the Anderson County Courthouse.

— Friday, December 6th @ 6 PM —

—  Anderson County Tree Lighting and Holiday Walk Sponsors:  —

Preston Gravely on Bagpipes
TL Hanna Jazz Band at 6 PM    The Combo Kings at 7 PM

Candy Canes    Cookies    3D Glasses    Fun For The Whole Family

HOLIDAY WALKA
N

D

2024

Sunday, December 8th at 3 PM
Main Street | Downtown Anderson

Dec. 2nd - Jan. 5th

Carolina Wren Park

Introducing Anderson’s

NEWEST 
Holiday Celebration!

 

 

 

Dec. 6th & 7th

Electric City Christmas Market

$5.00 
Ice Skating for Ages 6 & Up

Dec. 14th

Free Photos with Santa

Dec. 6th

Figure Skater Performance

BY BRIAN HODGES
The Westside Rams continued their 

remarkable winning streak last Friday night, 
and they manhandled Camden with ease.

The host Rams won 49-7 over the 
Bulldogs in the state AAAA quarterfinals, 
giving them 26 victories in a row. And this 
one was over a 9-3 Camden team that had 
been highly 
successful in 
AAA before 
moving up 
in class this 
season.

But 
Westside’s 
offense is dif-
ferent. They 
are like a 
1,000-horse-
power 
Formula-One 
race car com-
peting against 
a 90-horse-
power Ford 
Pinto.

Their 
talent is over-
whelming.

Quarterback Cutter Woods, a South 
Carolina commitment, came into this game 
with 2,437 passing yards and 28 touchdowns 
this season.

So what does Camden do? They try a 
high-risk onside kick at the start of the game 
that Westside recovered at midfield.

The Rams hit several short passes before 
Woods dropped back and threw a beautiful 
39-yard touchdown pass to Chamarryus 
Bomar.

It was 7-0 only 
three minutes into 
the game.

Camden ran three plays 
and lost the ball on a bad 
snap. The Rams ran two 
plays and Woods then threw 
a 43-yard scoring pass to 
Bomar. 

Bomar then intercepted a 
Camden pass at the 32. Two 
plays later Woods threw a 
38-yard touchdown pass to 
Armoni Weaver, and it was 
21-0. For good mea-
sure, Woods threw 

his fourth TD pass to Weaver with 2:25 left 
in the first quarter and it was 28-0.

Was the proud Westside team revved up 
after Camden’s gamble to start the game?

“No, we were just revved up to play 
at the beginning of the game,” Westside 
coach Brian Lane said. “It was a game on 
Thanksgiving weekend and we were ready to 

go.”
The 

Rams didn’t 
let up in the 
second quar-
ter. Dreson 
Evans scored 
on a reverse 
and then 
added a bril-
liant cutback 
score from 
19 yards out 
and it was 
42-0 with 
eight minutes 
left in the 
half.

That 
meant the 
second half 
was played 

with a running clock, which was welcomed 
by fans and players on a brisk 39-degree 
night.

“Every week we try to get a running clock,” 
Lane said. “That’s what we aim for.”

The Rams will host South Pointe in 
the Upper State AAAA championship on 
Friday, Dec. 6. South Pointe (11-2) defeated 
Daniel 49-35 last Friday in a AAAA show-
down. South Pointe’s only losses were to 

Spartanburg and Northwestern, two power-
houses in AAAAA.

HANNA SEASON ENDS 
WITH LOSS AT GAFFNEY

T.L. Hanna’s football season came to an 
end with a 21-7 loss at Gaffney last Friday 
night. 

Gaffney overpowered the Yellow Jackets 
in the first half, building a 21-0 lead. Hanna 
fought back with a touchdown run by Daylan 
Williams in the third quarter but was shut 
down the rest of the game.

“Gaffney is a really good team and we had 
too many penalties in the first half,” Hanna 
coach Jason Tone said. “Every drive we seemed 

to stop ourselves. We haven’t had that many 
self-inflicted mistakes recently. (Hanna had 
won seven games in a row.)”

Tone was able to take satisfaction in 
Hanna’s turnaround after starting the year 
2-2.

“It was a tale of two seasons,” Tone said. 
“We were two plays from being 0-4. We 
survived against Byrnes and Wren and we 
seemed to regroup after the hurricane inter-
rupted things. 

“It stings right now, because we work so 
hard to reach this point and suddenly your 
season is over.”

Next season, the Jackets will lose quarter-
back Brandon Cunningham to graduation but 
Gavin Magin will return.

Hanna had outscored their opponents 347 
to 152 before Friday’s loss. The Jackets ended 
their season at 9-3.

Westside demolishes Camden in third round
Yellow Jackets fall at Gaffney to bring season to an end
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2017 FORD FOCUS SE
STK#26186A ........................... $9247
2008 HONDA ACCORD EX-L 3.5
STK#26083B ........................... $9599
2016 TOYOTA COROLLA LE
STK#26267A .......................$10,590
2015 HONDA CIVIC LX
STK#26261A ....................... $13,990
2010 CHEVY CAMARO SS 2SS
STK# 26262A ...................... $15,698
2018 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE LAREDO
STK#PP4786A ..................... $16,798
2014 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER XLE
STK#26260A ....................... $16,988
2020 CHEVROLET EQUINOX LT
STK#26173A ....................... $17,094
2021 NISSAN SENTRA S
STK#25573C ........................$17,988

2017 ACURA RDX W/TECHNOLOGY PKG
STK#6196A .......................... $18,414
2022 CHEVROLET MALIBU LT
STK#P0066 .......................... $19,990
2018 VOLVO XC90 T5 MOMENTUM
STK#25930A .......................$20,377
2017 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE OVERLAND
STK#26178A .......................$20,438
2022 TOYOTA COROLLA LE
STK#P9790 ..........................$21,990
2024 TOYOTA COROLLA LE
STK#PP4326 .......................$22,461
2024 TOYOTA COROLLA LE
STK#PP4326 .......................$23,288
2022 JEEP RENEGADE TRAILHAWK
STK#25573B .......................$23,599
2024 TOYOTA COROLLA LE
STK#26032A .......................$23,900

2016 TOYOTA SIENNA XLE
STK#P9035 .......................... $24,495
2024 TOYOTA COROLLA SE
STK#25694A .......................$25,838
2022 TOYOTA RAV4 XLE
STK#P3163 ..........................$26,482
2022 TOYOTA COROLLA CROSS XLE
STK#P3494 .......................... $27,363
2020 CHRYSLER PACIFICA HYBRID LIMITED
STK#P1227A .......................$28,597
2019 TOYOTA TACOMA SR5 V6
STK#26235A .......................$28,990
2023 HYUNDAI SANTA FE SEL
STK#26022A ....................... $29,343
2022 FORD EXPLORER LIMITED
STK#P0010 ..........................$30,607
2023 HONDA CR-V HYBRID SPORT
STK#25892A .......................$31,128

WE WANT TO 
BUY YOUR CAR!
Used car values are currently at an 
ALL-TIME HIGH. Your car is 
probably worth more than you think.

GET TOP DOLLAR FOR 
YOUR VEHICLE! 
WE’LL BUY YOUR VEHICLE EVEN 
IF YOU DON’T BUY FROM US

ANY YEAR • ANY VEHICLEWE SELL ALL MAKES, 
ALL MODELS, 

ALL THE TIME.

4008 Clemson Blvd. 
Anderson, SC 29621

Ask for Marty Crossley 
for your personalized deal.

800-868-8066
Prices plus applicable tax, tag, title, registration and includes $224 closing fee. Cannot be combined with any other offers. Picture for illustration purpose only. Expires 10/31/24

PRE-OWNED 
CENTERSHOWROOM 

HOURS:
MON.-FRI.

8:30AM-7PM 

SATURDAY

8:30AM-6PM

 

OVER 100 VEHICLES TO CHOOSE FROM!

RalphHayesToyota.com


